
Attachment 3 

Petition to Amend a Rule 
 

State Fish and Game 
of the State of Oregon 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE AMENDMENT OF  )  Petition to Amend 
OAR 635-56-075 REQUIRING LICENSE TO RAISE      ) 
TILAPIA FOR PERSONAL USE AND PERMIT TO  )  OAR 635-56-75 
TRANSPORT TILAPIA AND DEFFINITION of TILAPIA) (Tilapia) 
 

1. Petitioner’s name and address is Green Hill Gardens Inc, 89258 Green Hill Rd,     
Eugene, OR 97402 

2. Petitioner’s principles are Bruce Smith and Mike Smith, 89258 Green Hill Rd Eugene, 
OR 97402 and F David Haase 200 West 34th #587 Anchorage AK 99503 

3. Change (b) Tilapia (Mozambique tilapia Oreochromis mossambicus, Nile tilapia O. 
niloticus, and hybrids thereof): to Tilapia all species of Oreochromis and 
Sarotherodon, which are a genus of the tilapiine tribe of cichlids fishes from the 
family Cichlidae. 

 
Change to read as follows: (A) A person intending to sell, barter or exchange must apply 
for and receive an approved propagation license from the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Fish Propagation Program prior to commencing production. A person may raise 
Tilapia (in-doors), a house, Greenhouse, or other structure for personal consumption 
without a Propagation license. 
 
Change to read as follows (B) Propagation outdoors must occur in ponds or tanks covered 
with nets or screens adequate to prevent the capture or transport of cultured fish by predators 
or other animals;  
(C) Access to production facilities must be through secure lockable doors/gates. 
(D) Only animals certified as disease-free by the vendor may be purchased.  
(E) Permittees must provide adequate veterinary care to identify and minimize the spread of 
diseases originating from the animals being held. 
(F) No live tilapia or their gametes, fertilized eggs, or larvae may be released into waters of 
this State, as defined in ORS 506.006.  
Change to read as follows (G) An Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife fish transport 
permit shall accompany live tilapia imported into and transported within Oregon. If transport 
occurs to or from an Oregon licensed propagator, a transport permit is not required. A dated 
invoice to or from the Oregon licensed fish propagator will be required to accompany Tilapia 
in transit in the absence of a transport permit. 

4.  Petitioner has limited knowledge of people who may have a particular interest in the 
proposed amendment of OAR 835-56-075. 
5. Wherefore, petitioner requests the State Fish and Game to adopt the proposed 
amendment to OAR 835-56-075. 

 
Dated March 19, 2012.                                Green Hill Gardens Inc, Petitioner 
 

     F. David Haase 
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DRAFT Amendment to Petition to Petition to Amend a Rule 
State Fish and Game 

of the State of Oregon 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE AMENDMENT OF       )        Amendment to Petition to 

Amend a rule 
OAR 635-56-075 REQUIRING LICENSE TO RAISE      ) 
TILAPIA FOR PERSONAL USE AND PERMIT TO  )  OAR 635-56-75 
TRANSPORT TILAPIA AND DEFFINITION of TILAPIA) (Tilapia) 
 
The purpose of this amendment is address five questions required by OAR 137-0001-
0070 
 
A; Options for achieving the existing rule's substantive goals while reducing the negative 
economic impact on businesses?   The goals of the existing rules are not changed by this 
amendment. However the negative impact on future business is and the Petition to 
Amend corrects the negative economic impact on businesses. 
 
B; The continued need for the existing rule?  Tilapia propagation is growing all over 
the world and in Oregon in could be regulated by the Department of Agriculture. 
However the Department of Fish and Game is more than competent to regulate this 
important knew industry. If Fish and Game was to however not want this duty, other 
options exist. Take them off the controlled list and list them as aquarium as per 635-056-
0010. Treat them as dogs, cats, cattle and other domesticated critters and exempt Tilapia 
under 635-056-0020. 
 
C; The complexity of the existing rule? The original rule allowing Tilapia to be a 
controlled species 635-056-0075 was submitted by people in Klamath Fall that have 
thermal hot springs a very different environment than what this amendment addresses. 
The person that wants to invest $5.00 for twenty fish to grow in an aquarium in the living 
room of his or her home should not be burdened by OAR 635-56-75 as originally 
amended to include Tilapia. This Amendment to Petition to amend rule 635-056-0070 
removes that burden and it brings the licensed propagator in to the policing of Tilapia. 
The requirement of a dated invoice to or from the Oregon licensed fish propagator 
required to accompany Tilapia in transit in the absence of a transport permit. 
 
D; The extent to which the existing rule overlaps, duplicates, or conflicts with other state 
or federal rules and with local government regulations? Most states do not control Tilapia 
and I know of no Federal law regarding Tilapia. 
 
E; The degree to which technology, economic conditions, or other factors have changed 
in the subject area affected by the existing rule, since the agency adopted the rule?  

They are the perfect fish for indoor Aquaculture in Oregon including Aquaponics, a 
sustainable food production system that combines a traditional Aquaculture (raising 
aquatic animals such as fish, crayfish or prawns in tanks) with Hydroponics (cultivating 
plants in water) in a symbiotic environment. In the Aquaculture, effluents accumulate in 
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the water, increasing toxicity for the fish. This water is led to a hydroponic system where 
the by-products from the aquaculture are filtered out by the plants as vital nutrients, after 
which the cleansed water is recirculated back to the fish. Using this process Oregonians 
could grow a much greater share of the food they consume. 


